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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .56, 1 .97, and 1 .98, applicants' undersigned attorney 
brings to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office the document listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449. A copy of the reference as well as Form PTO-1449 is attached 
hereto. This is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made or 
that a reference is relevant merely because cited. 

The Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the 
mailing date of the Notice of Allowance but prior to or simultaneously with payment of the 
Issue Fee. The document listed on the attached form PTO-1449 is an Office Action dated 
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the Official Action on March 1 1 , 2005 in a letter dated December 21 , 2004 from Applicants' 
European Associate. Accordingly, Applicants are unable to certify pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(2)(e)(1) that each item of information contained in the Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. However, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(2)(f), Applicants respectfully submit that a bona fide attempt has been made to 
comply with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98 and that the document should be considered. The reason 
that Applicants were unable to make the certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(2) is that 
Applicants did not receive a copy of the Official Action in the corresponding European 
patent application or know of its existence until March 1 1 , 2005, which was more than three 
months from the mailing date of the Official Action. 

Applicants hereby authorize the Commissioner to charge any fee, including the 
petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p), to Deposit Account No. 50-0426 . 
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